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"Extract  from  Entry  from  Marquis  KIDO’s  Diary,  9  Oct  41" 


October  9th.  1941  -  (Extract) 

I  not  Prince  KCNOYE  at  30.?0  a.a.  after  his  audience  with  tho 
Emporor,  Ho  ras  quito  uneasy  about  tho  future  of  tho  parley  with 
Washington,  and  his  hopes  for  a  satisfactory  compromise  wore  very 
discouraging,  I  expressed  ny  opinion  for  his  information  as  follows  s 

1,  Tho  resolution  of  tho  Council  in  the  Imperial  presence  on 
tho  6th  of  September  s.  oned  to  no  toe  outright*  It  was  not  tho 
conclusion  of  exhaustive  discussion  in  ny  opinion. 

2,  Judging  from  tho  situation  both  at  hone  and  e bread,  tho 
war  with  tho  U.S.A,  would  offer  U3  little  chance  of  victcry,  sc  vc 
had  bettor  reconsider  it, 

3,  It  would  be  inadvisable  tc  aeclaro  war  against  the  U.SA, 
immediately. 

4,  Tho  Premier  should  clarify  his  intention  to  concentrate 
our  national  efforts  upon  the  completion  of  the  Chinoso  Incidont, 

5,  Ho  should  acquire  freedom  without  paving  any  attention 
to  economic  pros sure  by  tho  USA. 

6,  The  Premier  should  dernd  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  hard 
struggle  on  tho  part  of  our  nation  to  establish  a  highly  defensive 
nation. 


7,  If  necessary,  wo  wore  ready  to  put  belligerency  in  action 
to  promote  the  completion  of  tho  Chinese  Incidont  and  to  use  our 
vrholo  military  force  in  China  in  order  to  realize  our  plans  against 
Kunming  and  Chungking, 

Hachiro  AUTA  visited  mo  to  talk  about  the  American  problems 
and  the  general  resignation  of  tho  cabinet. 
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3£t r act  from  iiarouis  KIDO  Diary 
October  12th,  1941 


At  10  a.n.  Kango  KOYIiUA  called  on  ne  to  express  deet> 
resentnent  at  "he  recent  political  situation,  urging  all 
possible  efforts  of  the  Premier.  Mai  or -General  KATO 
visited  ny  house  to  exwlain  the  Gendarmerie’s  interpretation 
of  present  conditions.  TOMITA,  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Cabinet,  visited  ne  and  stated  as  follows,  "he  1  ar,  Favy 
and  Foreign  Ministers  and  President  of  the  Planning  Board 
held  a  neetin--  in  the  Prince’s  house  at  Ogikubo  at  2  p.n. 
to  discuss  the  adjustment  of  diplomatic  relations  between 
the  U.  S.  A.  and  Japan.  The  ’ar  Minister  calls  for  great 
resolution  since  he  sees  no  hope  for  arrival  at  an  under¬ 
standing  between  Japan  and  he  U.  S„  A.;  however,  that  if 
he  could  he^r  an  explanation  such  that  he  could  persuade 
himself  to  be  sure  of  arrival  at  an  understanding  why  of 
course  he  didn’t  like  war.  The  Favy  Minister  said  that  we 
should  try  to  avoid  v/ar  as  much  as  possible.  Nov/  this 
coun  ry  was  standing  at  the  cross-roads ?  having  two  ways 
to  choose;  one  is  the  restoration  of  friendly  relations  by 
diplomatic  negotiations;  the  O'her  the  declaration  of  war 
on  the  U.  S.  A.  If  the  former  was  our  choice,  we  must 
bring  about  a  full  understanding  between  the  two  countries 
by  convincing  the  U.  S.  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friendship 
towards  her,  for  a  war  after  a  patched-up  compromise  would  be 
most  undesirable.  Anyhow,  the  Premier’s  strong  leadership 
was  the  most  urgent  matter.  The  Premier  expressed  his  firm 
conviction  of  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  parley,  asking 
their  cooperation  with  his  policy.  The  Foreign  Minister  was 
of  the  opinion  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  of  the  outcome  of 
the  parlpy,  although  he  could  not  flatly  deny  that  the  meeting 
would  end  in  success.  They  made  the  following  agreement  among 
themselves  on  the  advice  of  the  ,,rar  Minister:  Our  demands 
regarding  the  stationing  of  troops  in  China  should  not  be 
altered;  the  successful  results  of  the  Chinese  Incident 
should  be  made  secure  by  all  means;  and  v/e  should  further 
our  parley  based  on  these  agreements,  cessing  our  preparations 
for  war. 
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